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Amendments to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An electronic information management server for 
classification and retrieval of documents, comprising: 

feature extracting means for extracting a feature e fbased on an instruction 
from a client, the feature associated with electronic information stored in storing means 
connected to a network; 

deciding means for deciding whether the electronic information is to be 
deleted fre mbased on the feature extracted by the feature extracting means bas e d on an 
instruction from a cli e nt ; and 

deleting means for deleting from the storing means via the network 
unnecessary electronic information decided to be deleted by the deciding means. 

2. (Currently Amended) An electronic information management server for 
classification and retrieval of documents, comprising: 

storing means connected to a network for storing electronic information; 

feature extracting means for extracting a feature e fbased on an instruction 
from a client, the feature associated with the electronic information stored in the storing 
means; 

deciding means for deciding whether the electronic information is to be 
deleted frem based on the feature extracted by the feature extracting means based on an 
instruction of a cli e nt ; and 

deleting means for deleting from the storing means unnecessary electronic 
information decided to be deleted by the deciding means. 
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3. (Currently Amended) An electronic information management server for 
classification and retrieval of documents, comprising: 

storing means connected to a network for storing electronic information; 

feature extracting means for extracting a feature e fassociated with the 
electronic information stored in the storing means; 

instructing and operating means for instructing the feature e fassociated with 
the electronic informatio n to be extracted ; 

deciding means for deciding whether the electronic information is to be 
deleted fre mbased on the feature extracted by the featur e e xtracting moano bas e d on an 
instruction from th e instructing and op e rating m e ans ; and 

deleting means for deleting from the storing means unnecessary electronic 
information that is decided to be deleted by the deciding means. 

4. (Original) The electronic information management server according to 
claim 1, wherein the deciding means decides whether the electronic information is to be 
deleted based on a feature comprising a character string. 

5. (Original) The electronic information management according to claim 1, 
wherein the deciding means decides whether the electronic information is to be deleted based 
on a feature comprising an image. 

6. (Original) The electronic information management server according to 
claim 1, wherein the deciding means decides whether the electronic information is to be 
deleted based on a feature comprising a similar image. 

7. (Original) The electronic information management server according to 
claim 1, wherein the deciding means decides that other electronic information related to 
specific electronic information is also deleted together with the specific electronic 
information decided to be deleted based on the feature. 
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8. (Currently Amended) AnThe electronic information management server 
according to claim L for classification and r e tri e val of docum e nts, further comprising: 

temporarily storing means for temporarily storing electronic information sent 

via a network^-ane k wherein 

the deleting means for dolotin g deletes the unnecessary electronic information 
stored in the temporarily storing means at a predetermined timing. 

9. (Previously Presented) The electronic information management server 
according to claim 8, wherein the deleting means deletes the unnecessary electronic 
information from the temporarily storing means after a predetermined period of time has 
elapsed. 

10. (Currently Amended) AeThe electronic information management server 
according to claim L wherein the client is an electronic information management client for 
classification and retrieval of documents that instructs deletion of unnecessary electronic 
information stored in storing means connected to a network, the electron ic information 
management client comprising: 

instructing and operating means for instructing a feature o fassociated with the 
unnocoGGary electronic information to be deleted. 

1 1 . (Original) The electronic information management client according to 
claim 10, further comprising inputting means for inputting the feature and transferring it to 
the instructing and operating means. 

12. (Currently Amended) An electronic information management method for 
classifying and retrieving documents, comprising th e steps of : 

extracting a feature o fassociated with electronic information stored in storing 
means connected to a network; 
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deciding whether the electronic information is to be deleted from a previously 
extracted feature based on an instruction from a client; and 

deleting from the storing means via the network unnecessary electronic 
information that is decided to be deleted. 

13. (Currently Amended) An electronic information management method for 
classifying and retrieving documents, comprisin g tho stops of : 

storing predetermined electronic information; 

extracting a feature e fassociated with the stored electronic information; 
deciding whether the electronic information is to be deleted from a previously 
extracted feature based on an instruction from a client; and 

deleting unnecessary electronic information that is decided to be deleted. 

14. (Original) The electronic information management method according to 
claim 12, wherein whether the electronic information is to be deleted is decided based on a 
feature comprising a character string instructed by the client. 

15. (Original) The electronic information management method according to 
claim 12, wherein whether the electronic information is to be deleted is decided based on a 
feature comprising an image instructed by the client. 

16. (Original) The electronic information management method according to 
claim 12, wherein whether the electronic information is to be deleted is decided by obtaining 
a feature comprising an image instructed by the client based on image features having a 
similar image of the image. 

17. (Original) The electronic information management method according to 
claim 12, wherein other electronic information related to specific electronic information is 
also decided as a deletion object together with the specific electronic information decided to 
be deleted based on the feature. 
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18. (Currently Amended) An electronic information management method 
according to claim 12, further for classifying and r e tri e ving docum e nts, comprisin g th e st e ps 
of: 

temporarily storing electronic information sent from a network; and 
deleting unnecessary temporarily stored electronic information at a 
predetermined timing. 

19. (Previously Presented) The electronic information management method 
according to claim 18, wherein the unnecessary temporarily stored electronic information is 
deleted after a predetermined period of time has elapsed. 

20. (Currently Amended) The electronic information management method 
according to claim 18, wherein the unnecessary temporarily stored electronic information is 
deleted based on an instruction from a sender of the electronic information. 

21 . (Original) The electronic information management method according to 
claim 18, wherein the temporarily stored electronic information is transferred based on an 
instruction from a sender of the electronic information. 

22. (Currently Amended) An electronic information management method 
according to claim 12, for classifying and r e trieving docum e nts, wh e n e l e ctronic information 
stor e d in storing m e ans conn e ct e d to a n e twork is d e l e t e d , further comprising the st e ps of : 

inputting a feature e fassociated with the electronic information to be deleted; 

and 

giving a deletion execution instruction to unnecessary electronic information 
that is to be deleted and extracted from the storing means according to the input feature. 

23. (Currently Amended) An electronic information management method for 
classifying and retrieving documents, comprising th e st e ps of : 



-6- 



Application No. 09/977,306 

inputting a feature e fassociated with electronic information from terminal 
equipment and extracting information to be deleted from the electronic information stored in 
storing means of the terminal equipment; and 

deleting unnecessary electronic information that is extracted as the deletion 
object from the storing means, according to an instruction from the terminal equipment. 

24. (Currently Amended) An electronic information management method for 
classifying and retrieving documents, comprising the steps of : 

inputting a feature e fassociated with electronic information from terminal 
equipment and extracting information to be deleted from the electronic information stored in 
storing means of the terminal equipment; 

transferring the electronic information extracted as the deletion object from the 
storing means to a temporary storage server via a network according to an instruction from 
the terminal equipment; and 

deleting unnecessary transferred electronic information from the storing 

means. 

25. (Original) The electronic information management method according to 
claim 24, wherein a deletion timing of the electronic information stored in the temporary 
storage server is instructed by the terminal equipment. 

26. (Original) The electronic information management method according to 
claim 24, wherein a transfer of electronic information stored in the temporary storage server 
to the terminal equipment is instructed by the terminal equipment. 

27. (Currently Amended) An electronic information management method for 
classifying and retrieving documents, comprising th e st e ps of : 
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accepting an input of a feature e fassociated with electronic information from 
terminal equipment and extracting information to be deleted from the electronic information 
stored in storing means of the terminal equipment; and 

deleting unnecessary electronic information that is extracted as the deletion 
object from the storing means, according to an instruction from the terminal equipment. 

28. (Currently Amended) A recording medium readable by a computer, recording 
a program of instructions executable by the computer to perform an electronic information 
management method, the method comprising th e st e ps of : 

extracting a feature e fassociated with electronic information stored in storing 
means connected to a network; 

deciding whether the electronic information is to be deleted from a previously 
extracted feature based on an instruction from a client; and 

deleting from the storing means via a network unnecessary electronic 
information that is decided to be deleted. 

29. (Currently Amended) AThe recording medium according to claim 28, further 
comprisng r eadabl e by a comput e r, recording a program of instructions e x e cutabl e by th e 
comput e r to p e rform an electronic information manag e ment method for classifying and 
r e tri e ving docum e nts, th e method comprising th e steps of : 

storing electronic information sent via a network in temporary storing means; 

and 

deleting unnecessary electronic information stored in the temporary storing 
means at a predetermined timing. 

30. (Currently Amended) A recording medium readable by a computer, recording 
a program of instructions executable by the computer to perform an electronic information 
management method for classifying and retrieving documents, when electronic information 
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stored in storing means connected to a network is deleted, the method comprising th e stops 
ef: 

accepting a feature e fassociated with the electronic information to be deleted; 

and 

accepting a deletion execution instruction for unnecessary electronic 
information that is to be deleted and extracted from the storing means according to the 
accepted feature. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) A recording medium readable by a computer, recording 
a program of instructions executable by the computer to perform an electronic information 
management method for classifying and retrieving documents, the method comprising-fche 
st e ps of : 

accepting an input of a feature e fassociated with electronic information from 
terminal equipment and extracting information to be deleted from the electronic information 
stored in storing means of the terminal equipment; and 

transferring the electronic information extracted as the deletion object from the 
storing means to a temporary storage server via a network according to an instruction from 
the terminal equipment and deleting unnecessary transferred electronic information from the 
storing means. 
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